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Apoptosis in Immunology: An Overview
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Apoptosis in Immunology: An Overview

Takushi Tadakuma

Abstract

Apoptosis is a physiological cell death and plays important roles in the various fields of immunology, including (1) in the
formation of T cell and B cell repertoires, (2) in the regulation of hyper-activated T or B cells by Fas-FasL system, and (3) in
the effector phases of killer T cells or NK cells to eliminate the tumor cells or virus-infected cells. The disturbance of

apoptosis mechanismwill induce various immunological disorders such as AIDS and autoimmune disease.

Keywords: Apoptosis, Inmune system, Repertoire formation of T and B cells, Fas-FasL system,Killer mechanism
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