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The Medical English Needs of Midwifery Students As Seen in the Last Two Years
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The Medical English Needs of Midwifery Students As Seen in the Last Two Years

Yumi Suzuki

Abstract

Seven lectures on medical English are included as part of the midwifery course. To begin with, these lectures centered on con-
versation and comprehension as a "method for expressing midwifery studies in English,” and were given by a visiting lecturer. How-
ever, after the lecturer changed, the differences in ability of each student were considered and the targets and level of the lectures
were changed. While the lectures are named as a specialist subject for students, the English within the midwifery studies is the same
as that in general education and it is felt that the subject has been placed in the curriculum as a non-taxing subject. The minimum
target to be obtained from the seven lectures, is the ability to, in practice, understand clinical records through reading comprehension
and so forth. At present, half of the student body are sitting for examinations at midwifery schools where English is not an exam-
ination subject. For the other half, over three quarters have examination schedules that include English examinations. While it may
not be the case that students are not interested in English, it is suggested that there is a tendency for students able to use English
to not want to study it as a specialist course. As seven English lectures are included in the already over-flowing midwifery cur-
riculum, it is necessary to understand the needs of the students and to unify the contents of the lectures with those needs. This time,
the same pre-course questionnaire was given to the students of last year and this year, as it was felt that it could be used as a basis

for studying the contents of future lectures. For this reason, the needs of students from two years were collected.
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