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Mortuary Images of Nursing Students

Michiko Sunaga, Harumi Suzuki, Teiko Shibuya

Abstract

With the decrease in in-hospital mortality rate due to advance in medical technology, out-of-hospital mortality rate has
been significantly increased. In comparison with past days, people have shown great interest in end of life issues (how they
prepare themselves to have peaceful end of life) at the present days. Accordingly, a mortuary plays important role in the
grieving care process.

The studies on mortuary images of nurses are available, but no study has been conducted on the image of nursing students.
Generally, most people have strong negative image and cold impression on mortuaries. Therefore, we conducted this survey
aim at clarifying how nursing students picture mortuaries. Self-questionnaire sheets were distributed to total 343 subjects of 92
freshmen, 100 sophomores, 78 seniors and 73 alumni belonging to nursing department of junior college.

From the survey, it has become clear that the subjects have positive and sensuous image (peaceful and clear) on a mortuary,
although a mortuary gives strong negative image. The survey also indicate that the subjects imagine mortuaries as the
transition state from life to death and as the boundary of life and death in which grieves, feelings and considerations can be

expressed. The result of this survey suggests the importance of providing death preparatory education for nursing students.

Keywords: Mortuary, Nursing students, Death preparatory education
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